CHARLOTTE’S WEB STUDY GUIDE

ABOUT THE PLAY
Fern looked at her father.
Then she lifted the lid of the
carton. There, inside, looking
up at her, was the newborn
pig. It was a white one. The
morning light shone through
its ears, turning them pink.
He’s yours,” said Mr. Arable.
“Saved from an untimely
death. And may the good
Lord forgive me for this
foolishness.” Fern couldn’t
take her eyes off the tiny pig.
“Oh,” she whispered. “Oh,
look at him! He’s absolutely
perfect.”

E.B. White’s beloved novel Charlotte’s Web has delighted
generations of readers ever since it was first published in 1952.
The story of Wilbur, a pig, and his clever friend Charlotte, a spider,
raises themes of friendship, resourcefulness, and survival that speak
to all ages. Widely acknowledged as a children’s classic, it is also the
best-selling book for young readers of all time. Joseph Robinette’s
stage adaptation of Charlotte’s Web brings White’s novel to life with
warmth, laughter, and high spirits.
This guide will provide background, lesson plans, suggested
exercises, practical worksheets, and educational standards to
ensure that educators and students take full advantage of the
Sierra Madre Playhouse production of Charlotte’s Web.
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What’s it
About?
The story of Charlotte’s Web
is about a girl, a spider, and
a pig – but the themes of
Charlotte’s Web last longer
than our amusement and
delight at the story alone.
In a bigger sense,
Charlotte’s Web is about the
true meaning of friendship,
the sometimes cruel realities
of farm life, the impulse to
survive, and the cycle of life
itself.
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THE PLAYWRIGHT
Meet Joseph Robinette
Playwright Joseph Robinette collaborated directly with E.B. White on the
stage adaptation of Charlotte’s Web. He also wrote a musical adaptation
of Charlotte’s Web with composer Charles Strouse (Annie and Bye,
Bye, Birdie). He has written other stage adaptations of notable books,
including C. S. Lewis’s The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe, Lucy
Maud Montgomery’s Anne of Green Gables, and Patricia MacLachlan’s
Sarah, Plain and Tall. More recently, Robinette wrote the script for a
musical adaptation of A Christmas Story, the holiday film favorite, for
which he was nominated for a Tony Award and a Drama Desk award. In
all, Robinette has written or co-written 55 published plays and musicals
and his work has been produced at theaters in all 50 states, and in 21
foreign countries. Twelve of his works have been translated into foreign languages. He is the recipient of
the American Alliance for Theater and Education’s Distinguished Play Award and the Children’s Theater
Foundation of America medallion for his “body of dramatic works for family audiences in the United States
and beyond.”

Meet Wilbur and Charlotte
Wilbur is a newborn piglet. He’s also the runt of the
litter which means he’s the littlest pig of the bunch.
His owner, 8-year-old Fern Arable, loves her little
pig but when Wilbur grows too big for the house,
Fern sells him to her Uncle Homer for six dollars.
Wilbur moves to the Zuckerman farm where he
is housed in a cozy barn. Wilbur, however, is
homesick and lonely until Charlotte, a beautiful
grey spider, offers to be his friend. Eventually,
Wilbur learns that he might end up on the butcher
block, as so many other farm pigs do. To rescue
Wilbur, Charlotte weaves a series of marvelous
words into her web, hoping to save his life.
Charlotte spins the words “Some Pig” into her web.
Once they notice the words, everyone on the farm
is amazed. They share the event with their friends
in town. When Charlotte weaves the word “terrific,”
Wilbur becomes a local celebrity. Charlotte and the
farm animals come up with more words to post on
Charlotte’s web to keep the community fascinated
with Wilbur.
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Eventually, the Zuckerman family decides to bring
Wilbur to the county fair. Charlotte hopes that if
Wilbur wins a prize, he will stay safe from the butcher
block. Unfortunately, Wilbur does not take first
prize. However, Charlotte has a plan. She weaves
the word “Humble” into her web – and catches the
attention of the county fair judges. Wilbur receives
a special award and Mr. Zuckerman decides to let
him live out his days safely and comfortably in the
cozy old barn.
Sadly, Charlotte has reached the end of her days.
At the fair, she lays her eggs into an egg sac but
the effort exhausts her and she dies peacefully
wrapped in her web. Wilbur and Fern return
home without Charlotte, but Wilbur has promised
to protect Charlotte’s eggs. The following spring,
Charlotte’s offspring are born – 514 baby spiders
– and the cycle of life continues on Zuckerman’s
farm.
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ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Meet E.B. White
Elwyn Brooks (E.B.) White was raised in Mt. Vernon, New York
alongside two brothers and three sisters. His father was a piano
manufacturer. After graduating from Cornell University, he joined the
staff of The New Yorker magazine as a young man. Over the course
of his career, White wrote more than 17 books of prose and poetry
and was elected to the American Academy of Arts and Letters. His
books for young readers include such classics as Charlotte’s Web,
Stuart Little, and The Trumpet of the Swan. White also wrote books
for adults, as well as poems, essays, and sketches contributed to
The New Yorker magazine. He received many awards for his work,
including the 1971 National Medal for Literature and the Laura Ingalls
Wilder Medal for his “substantial and lasting contribution to literature
for children.”

How He Got the Idea
In 1939, White moved his family from Manhattan to Maine. He
purchased property in a farming community and this is where he first
met the barnyard animals who would become characters in Charlotte’s
Web. White was impressed by the harsh presence of life and death on
a farm. He wrote:
“I like animals and my barn is a very pleasant place to be, at all hours.
One day when I was on my way to feed the pig, I began feeling sorry
for the pig because, like most pigs, he was doomed to die. This made
me feel sad. So I started thinking of ways to save a pig’s life. I had
been watching a big grey spider at her work and was impressed by
how clever she was at weaving. Gradually I worked the spider into
the story that you know, a story of friendship and salvation on a farm.”
White was attempting to make peace with what he viewed as the
betrayal of farm animals by their human owners. This goal resulted in
Charlotte’s Web, an enduring classic that was named one of the best
American children’s books of the past 200 years by the Children’s
Literature Association.

CHARLOTTE’S WEB STUDY GUIDE
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VOCABULARY
E.B. White loved words --- and he made sure that words had a lot of power in his story about
Wilbur the pig and his friend, Charlotte the spider.

Here are some words that you will encounter in Charlotte’s Web:
Adjourned:

The end of a meeting

Charitable:

Generous, giving to others

Conspiracy:

A plan formed by two or more people, acting in secret

Competition: A contest between two or more people for a prize
Genuine:

Honest, real

Gorge:

To eat a lot, to eat greedily

Humble:

Not proud or arrogant; modest in spirit or manner

Injustice:

An unfair event or act

Jubilee:		

Rejoicing, a celebration, a party

Miraculous:

Amazing, unexpected

Prominent:

Standing out so as to be seen

Radiant:

Shining with light

Runt:		

An animal that is smaller compared to other animals in
		the litter

Salutations: A greeting, such as “Hello!”
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Slop:		

Leftover food that is used to feed some farm animals

Specimen:

A sample of something from a larger group

Spectators:

Audience members, people watching an event

Supernatural:

		

Dealing with magic, ghosts, monsters, or other 		
unexplainable things

Trifle:		

Small, unimportant

Whence:

From where
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GUIDING QUESTIONS & ACTIVITIES
It would be worthwhile to familiarize students with White’s Charlotte’s Web as much as possible
before they attend this stage adaptation at the Sierra Madre Playhouse. The more students know
about what they are going to see, the more benefit they will derive from the experience.
1. Introduce E. B. White’s novel Charlotte’s Web to the class by either reading
the book aloud, or asking students to read aloud.
2. Ask students to:
a. Identify the main events of the plot, their causes, and their effects
on future actions.
b. Discuss the traits of major characters, their motivations and
contributions to the dramatic action.
c. Identify speakers or narrators.
d. Talk about the story’s underlying theme(s) or message.
3. Discuss the differences between realism and fantasy.
Could any of these events really happen?
Ask students to name other types of fantasy writing in which human
characters and animals interact, such as fairy tales, legends, fables, and
myths. Have them talk about what they like and dislike about this literary
genre, identifying universal themes, character types, and actions.
4. Allow students to retell or dramatize this story by employing different vocal
tones and attitudes to explore multiple possibilities in a live performance.
(What might Wilbur and Charlotte sound like? How might they and the farm
animals move? How might this behavior differ from the human characters in
the story?)
5. Examine the differences between fiction and drama.
Explore what it means to “adapt” literature from one form to another,
specifically from fiction to drama. Discuss various ways that the content
of books might have to change in order to be suitable for staging, using
information in the book as well as prior knowledge of the conventions
of live theater.

CHARLOTTE’S WEB STUDY GUIDE
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GUIDING QUESTIONS & ACTIVITIES
6. Ask students to make predictions about the play they’re going to see based
upon their knowledge of the source text.
For example, not every character in the book appears in the play. Which ones
do you expect to see onstage? How do you imagine Zuckerman’s farm and
the County Fair will be recreated onstage? What will the animals look like?
How do you imagine the scenery, costumes and props? Will there be music?
If so, how will it sound?
7. Listen for these vocabulary words in the play: runt, weakling, injustice,
slops, surroundings, resident, charitable, commotion, trifle, glutton, goslings,
sulphur, salutations, restore, brutal, bloodthirsty, gamble, anesthetic,
unremitting, dud, conspiracy, hysterics, exhausting, miracle, racket,
satisfying, radiant, guarantee, competition, personality, confident, humble,
schemer, acute, hankering, distinguished, mysteriously, supernatural, trough,
deserted, rafters, medal, rightfully, dedicate
8. Post the following sentence from White’s book in your classroom.

“It is not of ten that someone comes along who is a
true friend and a good writer.”
Engage students in a discussion as to what that sentence might mean to
them.
9. Charlotte’s Web is set on two farms. Discuss the nature of farms and farm life
with students, especially the ways in which a child’s life on a farm would be
very different from life in an urban house or apartment.

CHARLOTTE’S WEB STUDY GUIDE
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CAST OF CHARACTERS
The Animals
Wilbur .......................................................... a pig
Templeton .................................................... a rat
Charlotte ................................................ a spider
Goose ........................................... a farm animal
Gander .......................................... a farm animal
Sheep ........................................... a farm animal
Uncle ................................................. a large pig
Baby spiders

The People
Fern Arable ....................................... a young girl
Mr. Arable ............................................ her father
Mrs. Arable .......................................... her mother
Avery Arable ...................................... her brother
Homer Zuckerman ............................... her uncle
Lurvy ............................................... a hired hand
Mr. Carter ................................. chief reporter for
the Weekly Chronicle
Spectators ................. people at the County Fair
County Fair President

Multiple Casting
The story of Charlotte’s Web includes a great many characters, both animals and
people! To present this story on stage, the playwright has suggested “multiple
casting,” a term that means one actor plays several different roles in the production.
Observe how the actors become a completely different character simply by
changing their voice, posture, wig, or costume. Other times, a character might be
represented simply by an offstage voice, spoken by an actor backstage.

The Quick Change
“Quick change” refers to any fast costume change that an actor must manage
backstage during the play. In Charlotte’s Web, you’ll see actors walk offstage as
one character – and return seconds later as a completely different character, with
different clothes or hats! In addition to costumes, an actor might also change the
way he or she walks, stands, or talks to become another character.

CHARLOTTE’S WEB STUDY GUIDE

8

ON THE SUBJECT OF PIGS
Pigs are considered to be among the smartest animal groups in the world, along with humans,
apes, chimps, whales, and donkeys. Unfortunately for pigs, they are also good to eat.
Pigs are naturally found in forests, especially around oak trees,
because pigs like to eat acorns. Pigs have been a popular source
of food since ancient times, from West Africa through North Africa,
and up to England and Scandinavia. Pig meat was found to be a
delicious source of nutrition and easy to
preserve by smoking it, as with smoked
bacon or salami.
People used to hunt wild pigs in the forest – but the male wild pigs,
known as boars, were too dangerous to hunt because they are smart
with long sharp tusks and teeth. It proved to be easier to domesticate
pigs and to raise them as tame farm animals, which began in West
Asia around 6,000 B.C. Pigs mostly care for themselves and will eat
almost anything, including kitchen slop and garbage.
After 1,000 B.C., certain groups of people, like the Jews and the
Phoenicians, decided not to eat pig meat. One theory is that undercooked pig meat can cause a disease called trichinosis. Muslims are
also forbidden to eat pig meat. Early Christians did not eat pig meat
as well, although they changed this policy after 50 A.D. As a result of
these dietary restrictions, pigs have been less common around the
Mediterranean Sea and in West Asia from 700 A.D. through today.
In Europe and China, pigs remain a very common source of food
supply.

Eight Quick Facts About Pigs
1. Pigs are warm-blooded mammals that suckle their babies.
2. Female pigs, known as sows, deliver litters of 8-12 piglets.
3. Pigs have a strong sense of smell, excellent hearing, and sharp eyesight.
4. Pigs do not have sweat glands so they wallow in mud and shallow water to cool down.
5. A pig’s nose, known as a snout, is highly mobile and extremely strong.
6. A pig’s foot has four toes, resulting in hooves.
7. Pigs are omnivorous which means that they eat meat and plants in the wild.
8. Farm pigs typically eat a mixture of fruit, vegetables, and grain.

CHARLOTTE’S WEB STUDY GUIDE
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ALONG CAME A SPIDER
When Charlotte introduces herself as “Charlotte A. Cavatica,” that’s not only who she is, but
what she is. Aranea is the Latin word for “spider’s web” and cavatica is an adjective that means
“hollow, hole or pit.” “Aranea cavatica” describes a web-weaving spider that lives in shady places
such as barns, caves and overhanging cliffs in the northeastern United States and Canada.
Barn spiders are common residents of the Maine countryside, where E.B. White was living
when he wrote Charlotte’s Web.

Super Spider Silk!
Spider silk is as strong as steel, twice
as elastic as nylon, and more difficult to
snap than rubber. In addition, the silk is
so remarkably lightweight that a single
strand long enough to wrap around the
globe would weigh less than one pound!

Eight Quick Facts About Spiders
1. Spiders appeared on Earth about 300 million years ago – long before the dinosaurs.
2. There are 30,000 different varieties of spiders in the world, and new kinds are still
being discovered.
3. Spiders eat fish, rats, and insects. The average spider eats 2,000 insects a year.
4. Most spiders have fangs which they use to bite their prey and inject a paralyzing
poison.
5. Web-weaving spiders wrap their prey in a cocoon and save it for later.
6. Male spiders are usually smaller than female spiders.
7. The spider’s skeleton is on the outside.
8. When the spider’s web gets dirty or torn, many spiders roll it up and eat it.

CHARLOTTE’S WEB STUDY GUIDE
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FARMS
Farms & Farming: E-I-E-I-O!
Any child who has ever sung “Old MacDonald” knows that farms
are where animals are raised. In time, children also learn that
farms are where food is grown and harvested, whether by animals
or crops. Lately, local farmers have enjoyed a resurgence in
popularity by selling their organic produce at Farmers’ Markets
throughout Los Angeles and other areas. These days too, it is
not uncommon for neighbors to maintain substantial vegetable
gardens in their backyards, front yards, or the parkway along the
curb. Many people even keep chicken coops so they can have
fresh eggs for breakfast.

A Day on the Farm
Farming is hard work. The
average work day on a farm
starts well before dawn.
Farmers are typically “up with
the chickens” to attend all the
chores required to keep a farm
going. Crops must be planted
in the spring, tended through
the summer, and harvested in
the fall. Every day throughout
the year, farmers must make
sure their crops have sunshine
and water. They must also
protect them from insects,
storms and other weather
conditions that might harm the
vegetables.

Of course, the farms in Charlotte’s Web are more traditional
agricultural farms, with barns, silos, and tractors. Farms that
produce food for local sales are what are now known as “sustainable
farms.” The term refers to the ability of the local environment to
sustain the crops and animals raised on the farm in terms of soil,
sunlight, water usage, climate, and seasons.

Farm Animals
Many farmers choose to raise animals, including cows, pigs,
sheep, chickens, turkeys, among many others. It is the farmer’s
responsibility to see that their animals receive food and water
several times a day, every day of the week. In addition, farmers
must make sure their animals have a safe place to roam and to
sleep.
Sometimes farm animals are raised for a special purpose, such as
cows raised for milk, chickens raised for eggs, and sheep raised
for wool. Other times, however, farm animals are raised for one
specific purpose – to provide food. For this reason, many farmers
do not name their animals or treat them as pets. Farmers raise
animals in safe conditions and treat them with respect but, in the
end, the farmer’s job requires sending animals to the butcher
block.
It can be surprising to learn that there are different types of animal
farms around the world. Australia has kangaroo farms, Egypt has
camel farms, and Indonesia has crocodile farms. In South Africa,
farmers raise ostriches – and you can find ostrich farms in San
Diego too!

CHARLOTTE’S WEB STUDY GUIDE
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MEET ME AT THE FAIR

A county fair is a temporary exhibition, usually lasting between a few days and up to three
weekends. Traditionally, county fairs are public events that allow farming communities to
display the equipment, animals, sports and recreation associated with agriculture and animal
husbandry.
Historians believe that the earliest fairs occurred as far back as
500 B.C. Over time, county fairs have developed as an opportunity
for farmers to share their skills, enjoy a little healthy competition,
and simply enjoy themselves. Because farmers are typically so
isolated, county fairs present an opportunity to be social with each
other by sharing food, music, and games, along with their farming
abilities. Farming is also such a constantly demanding lifestyle
that the county fair provides a getaway event with a sense of a
holiday or a vacation. County fairs also create an opportunity for
farmers to gain confidence and the esteem of their colleagues
by competing for prizes – from the fattest pig to the quickest dog and the sweetest pie. County
fairs also offer a tremendous learning opportunity for young people as the next generation of
farmers.
While county fairs appear humble enough, there is an enormous amount of preparation that
goes into these events, even for the remote rural fair. Carnivals are contacted to provide the
entertainment. Contest entries are submitted for competitions ranging from watermelons to
beef cattle. Judges are hired, ground is cleared,
and tents are raised. With each passing year, a
county fair acquires a deeper sense of history
and beloved tradition. In many counties across
America, fairs have set up their tents in the same
fields for more than 175 years. Grandparents
take their grandchildren to the same county
fairs they experienced as children themselves
– to witness the traditional tractor pull, harness
horse racing, and the battle of the bands.

CHARLOTTE’S WEB STUDY GUIDE
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A LESSON PLAN ON FRIENDSHIP
An Awareness of Friendship
Making a new friend can be difficult and scary, but we all make new friends sometime.
Encourage students to reflect on firsthand experience in making and being a friend. Ask students
to remember a time when they were in a new situation surrounded by people they did not know.
Ask students to reflect on the situation aloud as a group or individually in writing.
Ask students to consider the following questions:
• How did you feel?
• Were people kind and welcoming or mean and unfriendly?
• How did that affect your attitude?
• Why can it be scary to meet new people and make new friends?
• Why is it important to welcome others when they are in a new situation?

Wilbur says…
“Well, I’ve got a new friend, all right! But Charlotte is… brutal, I think. And bloodthirsty. How
can I learn to like her even though she is pretty… and very clever, it seems.”
Wilbur suffers doubts and fears in making a new friend – but in time, he discovers that he is
mistaken about Charlotte. Underneath her rather bold and cruel exterior, she has a kind heart
and proves to be loyal and true to the very end.

Understanding Friendship
Fern and Wilbur become bonded as friends in a moment of peril. How was Fern a friend to Wilbur
before she had even met him? Who or what tries to get in the way of their friendship? What does
Fern do that makes her a good friend to Wilbur? How does Wilbur show his friendship in return?
At Zuckerman’s barn, Wilbur has trouble making friends. Wilbur feels bored and lonely at
Zuckerman’s barn even though there are many more animals there to keep him company. Why?
What is the difference between being lonely and being alone?

CHARLOTTE’S WEB STUDY GUIDE
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A LESSON PLAN ON FRIENDSHIP
Charlotte says…
“Do you want a friend, Wilbur? I’ll be a friend to you. I watched you all night and I like you.”
How do you think Wilbur feels when he hears this? What did Wilbur say or do that would have
shown Charlotte he would make a good friend? When Wilbur finally meets his new friend, he
finds out that they are very different. What are the differences between Charlotte and Wilbur?
What scares Wilbur about Charlotte? What are her good qualities?

Reflections on Friendship
Charlotte’s Web follows two friendships from beginning to end, including all the steps in between.
Instruct students to choose either Wilbur and Fern’s friendship or Wilbur and Charlotte’s
friendship, and trace the way it grows and changes over the course of the story. How did the
friendship begin? Do the two characters grow closer or drift apart? Why? What major events
prompt these changes? How does the friendship end? Do the characters forget each other
afterwards, or do they keep some connection?

Charlotte Says…
“You have been my friend. That in itself is a tremendous thing. After all, what’s a life anyway?
We’re born, we live a little, we die. By helping you, perhaps I was lifting up my life a trifle.
Heaven knows anyone’s life can stand a little of that.”
What does Charlotte mean by this statement? How can helping a friend “lift up” the helper’s life?
Would Templeton, the rat, understand Charlotte’s statement at all? What would the barn be like
if all the animals were like Templeton?

A Lesson On Friendship
Charlotte teaches Wilbur how to make and be a friend. What does Wilbur learn from his
friendship with Charlotte? How does he act as a friend to the other animals on the farm after
Charlotte is gone? How does it affect his ability and desire to make friends in the future? What
will Wilbur look for in a friend, and how will he try to act towards one? What have you learned
about friendship from Charlotte and Wilbur?

Wilbur says…
“It is not often that someone comes along who is a true friend and a good writer.”
What does it mean to be a good writer? What does it mean to be a true friend?

CHARLOTTE’S WEB STUDY GUIDE
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WHO IS A FRIEND?
Directions: Think about the people or animals in Charlotte’s Web. Find examples of situations
when those characters were being good friends to others, and fill them in on this sheet.
The first one has been done for you.
1. The Goose is a friend to Templeton when she lets Templeton have the rotten egg.

2. _____________ is a friend to ___________________________ when ________________
___________________________________________________________________________
_________________.

3. _____________ is a friend to ___________________________ when ________________
___________________________________________________________________________
__________________.

4. _____________ is a friend to ___________________________ when ________________
___________________________________________________________________________
__________________.

5. _____________ is a friend to ___________________________ when ________________
___________________________________________________________________________
__________________.

CHARLOTTE’S WEB STUDY GUIDE
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CRAFTS
“Secret Charlottes” and “Secret Wilburs”
When Wilbur gets in trouble, his friend Charlotte saves the day by writing adjectives – words
that describe Wilbur – into her web. Charlotte writes “Some Pig,” “Terrific,” “Radiant” and
“Humble.” All the words fit to describe Wilbur.
Engage your classroom by assigning students to play “secret Charlottes” to “secret Wilbur”
buddies among your classroom (in the same manner that one might assign secret Santas or
secret Valentines.) To begin, each student will create a craft project “web” at their desk – using
either popsicles and yarn, or glitter and glue. [Instructions below.] In this manner, the “secret
Charlottes” will have a place to leave their well-crafted words.
Encourage students to create a word bank by cutting exciting or flattering adjectives out of
magazines or newspapers --- or by writing words on scraps of paper using colorful crayons or
pens. Instruct students to gather three to five words for their “secret Wilbur” and collect those
words in separate envelopes for each student.
When students arrive in the classroom each morning, they will find a new word from their “secret
Charlotte” on their own personal “web.” At the end of the week, the classroom can celebrate
Charlotte’s Web by sharing the identifies of the “secret Charlotte” behind each “secret Wilbur.”

Spider web Design
Materials: Three popsicle sticks per person, glue, yarn
Instructions: Assemble and glue three sticks into a six-sided
“star.” Wrap yarn (or string) from one corner of the hexagon
so that it follows a circular pattern weaving around the sticks
toward the center.

Glitter and Glue
Materials: Black or grey construction paper, glue, glitter.
Instructions: Working quickly on old newspaper, use
the glue to draw a spider web design on the construction
paper, starting with a series of intersecting lines. Then
draw scalloping curved lines between each of the
intersecting lines. Sprinkle glitter over the glue web
design. Gently shake the paper to allow the excess glitter
to slide off the design and onto the newspaper. Let dry.

CHARLOTTE’S WEB STUDY GUIDE
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WORD JUMBLE
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AFTER THE SHOW
Following the students’ experience of this stage production of Charlotte’s Web, educators
might use the following questions to prompt a classroom discussion.

1. How did the play differ from students’ expectations or predictions, paying
special attention to the differences between the book and the stage versions.
2. How did the actors look in terms of their costumes, makeup, or movement?
How did the actors handle the animal roles?
How did the stage look in terms of scenery, lighting, and props?
How did the play sound to the ear in terms of music, singing, and special
effects?
3. What does Fern learn about life and caring for animals from saving Wilbur as
a runt?
4. What do Wilbur and Charlotte learn from each other about friendship?
5. If students were familiar with the book before attending the play, how did
the book compare with the stage adaptation?
Which plot points did students recognize from the book?
Were any plot points or characters missing from the stage version?
What surprised students most about the stage version?
6. Ask students to recall the words that Charlotte wove into her web, and the
order in which they appeared. Discuss the reasons why Charlotte might have
chosen each word. Have students select other words to describe Charlotte,
Templeton, Fern, and the other characters.
7. Have students imagine that they are reporters interviewing one of the human
characters in the play about the amazing happenings on Zuckerman’s
farm and at the County Fair. Write and present orally to the class a brief
newspaper article containing descriptions of concrete sensory details
to present and support their impressions of people, places, things or
experiences.

CHARLOTTE’S WEB STUDY GUIDE
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CONTENT STANDARDS
Theater Content Standards for Grade Three
The State Board of Education (SBE) adopted the California Arts Standards for Public Schools,
Prekindergarten Through Grade Twelve (Arts Standards) on January 9, 2019. Pre-publication
chapters approved by the SBE are available at: https://www.cde.ca.gov/be/st/ss/vapacontentstds.asp
Here are some of the California state standards that apply to third grade students attending
this performance of Charlotte’s Web and doing the activities in this study guide.

Anchor Standard 1: CREATING
Create roles, imagined worlds, and improvised stories in a drama/theater work.
Collaborate to determine how characters might move and speak to support the story and
given circumstances in drama/theater work.
Imagine and articulate ideas for costumes, props and sets for the environment and characters
in a drama/theater work.
Anchor Standard 2: CREATING
Participate in methods of investigation to devise original ideas for a drama/theater work.
Anchor Standard 3: CREATING
Participate and contribute to physical and vocal exploration in an improvised or scripted
drama/theater work.
Anchor Standard 4: PERFORMING
Explore how movement and voice are incorporated into drama/theater work.
Anchor Standard 5: PERFORMING
Participate in a variety of physical, vocal, and cognitive exercises that can be used in a group
setting for drama/theater work.
Identify the basic technical theater elements that can be used in drama/theater work.
Anchor Standard 6: PERFORMING
Share small-group drama/theater work, with peers as audience.

CHARLOTTE’S WEB STUDY GUIDE
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CONTENT STANDARDS
Anchor Standard 7: PERFORMING
Understand and discuss why artistic choices are made in a drama/theater work.
Anchor Standard 8: RESPONDING
Consider multiple personal experiences when participating in or observing a drama/theater
work.
Examine how connections are made between oneself and a character’s emotions in drama/
theater work.
Anchor Standard 9: RESPONDING
Evaluate and analyze problems and situations in a drama/theater work from an audience
perspective.
Consider and analyze technical theater elements from multiple drama/theater works.
Anchor Standard 10: CONNECTING
Use personal experiences and knowledge to make connections to community and culture in a
drama/theater work.
Anchor Standard 11.1: CONNECTING
Identify connections to community, social issues and other content areas in drama/theater
work.
Anchor Standard 11.2: CONNECTING
Explore how stories are adapted from literature to drama/theater work.
Examine how artists have historically presented the same stories using different art forms,
genres, or drama/theater conventions.
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